
Easter Sunday Drive

| | | | Sunday, April 16, 2006 11:33:53 AM|Ned

We left Kanab this morning for Cannonville, UT. Filled the tank in Kanab for
$2.95/gal. We had breakfast at Mount Carmel Junction at the Thunderbird

Restaurant. Very good food and service.

We arrived in Cannonville about 11:30am and are now parked at the Bryce Valley
KOA in a pullthrough site with 50A electric, full hookups, and a beautiful view.

We will be revisiting Bryce Canyon while we’re here and also driving through Kodachrome Basin State Park.

Kodachrome Basin and Grosvenor Arch

| | | | Monday, April 17, 2006 3:28:56 PM|Ned

Today was cool and windy as a cold front moved through southern Utah today. We drove out the Kodachrome

Basin State Park but first took a drive out the the Grosvenor Arch. The road out was graded dirt and the Honda
handled it nicely. Fortunately, it didn’t rain while we were out there or we could have had a problem.

Grosvenor Arch

Chimney Rock
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Some pics from Kodachrome Basin SP

Looking north

A trip to Escalante

| | | | Tuesday, April 18, 2006 5:06:51 PM|Ned

Today we drove over to Escalante and then drove about 15 miles on graded dirt roads to the Devil’s Garden.

Very unusual rock formations there.

Here’s a view of Powell’s Point on the way down:

Here’s a few shots of the formations in Devil’s Garden:

More photos to come

| | | | Tuesday, April 18, 2006 5:10:22 PM|Ned

Right now, it’s ackward to post the photos embedded in the blog entries, so I’m planning on installing a photo

gallery to manage the many photos we’ve been taking and will be taking this summer. I hope to get this up and
running soon and I’ll post more information when it’s all working. We have lots of photos to show you, the few

we’ve shown you thus far are only a small part of our collection. Nobody said this web stuff was going to be
easy but it’s a fun challenge.

Page 2 of 38Newspaper (Alaska by RV)

9/1/2006file://S:\Temp\~fdnws~nt~3~~id~04AB3925-88DA-414F-9713-1F71349241B7~.html



Bryce Canyon

| | | | Thursday, April 20, 2006 6:16:54 PM|Ned

Today, we spent the afternoon touring Bryce Canyon.  Although this was not our first trip there, it still

impressed us with the beauty and variety of geography.

As I mentioned in my last post, I’m setting up a photo gallery and hope to have it online soon.

To Hanksville, UT

| | | | Friday, April 21, 2006 1:37:48 PM|Ned

Today our drive took us to Hanksville, UT, for 2 days. The trip took us through the Grand Staircase-Escalante

NM and Capitol Reef NP. Although it’s been 6 years since we’ve traveled that route, I was impressed the same
way this time as last. Just when you think you’ve seen every possible rock formation and coloration, you turn a

bend in the road and there are entirely new shapes and colors. There seems to be no end to the variety of
geography and geology in this region.

Sorry but there’s no photos today, but we’ll be revisiting the area in a couple of weeks and will have lots of

them at that time.

Goblin Valley SP

| | | | Saturday, April 22, 2006 10:49:23 AM|Ned

This morning’s drive took us to Goblin Valley SP, about 20 miles north of Hanksville, UT, west of highway 24.
Very interesting formations but don’t go on a weekend unless you like being surrounded by screaming children.

Something I found disappointing is that they allow people to climb all over the rocks. Since these are just

sandstone, I suspect their lifetime to be measured in decades rather than the thousands of years they should
expect to stand. This is not a large park, and it can be walked in perhaps an hour or so. Afternoon is a better

time for photography from the overlook.

There is a campground, no hoookups, but level, paved, pads with a ramada at each site. All of the sites seemed

to be reserved for the weekend, but I would guess that sites would be available on weekdays. There are also
quite a few boondocking areas outside the park itself, including at least one large parking area that could easily

handle a dozen or more RVs comfortably.

Thanks to Russ for suggesting this visit. We may return (on a weekday) to spend some more time here.

Here are some pictures of Goblin Valley.

What’s the hurry?
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| | | | Saturday, April 22, 2006 10:59:04 AM|Ned

Why do some people seem to think that the posted speed limit is a minimum and not a maximum?  Today,
while driving out to Goblin Valley SP moving at the posted speed limit of 45 mph, we were passed by numerous

vehicles, some pulling trailers.  The scenery on the drive out was nearly as beautiful as the park itself, so why
speed through it?  Of course, we caught up to all those vehicles in the line to enter park, then they sped away,

and we again caught up after a mile when the road ended in parking lot.  These were not wide, multilane roads,
but two lane, no shoulder roads.  A few turnoffs would have been nice to take some photos, and stopping on

the road was risking an accident with one of the maniacs.

I just don’t understand, and probably never will.

Blanding, UT

| | | | Sunday, April 23, 2006 5:35:40 PM|Ned

Today we drove to Blanding where we’ll stay until Friday when we move to Moab for the annual RV Forum
Rally.  A beautiful drive on Utah 95 that goes through some canyons and crosses the Colorado river at the

northeast end of Lake Powell.  We’re at the Blue Mountain RV Park, nothing fancy, but full hookups and no
trees to obstruct the satellite antennas.

One incident I have to relate.  The winds this afternoon are from the SSW at about 25 MPH gusting to 50.  Our
closest neighbor is 3 sites to the south.  This afternoon he started a fire.  Not just some charcoal in the

permanently mounted grill, but real wood, in the grill.  The grass around here is like a tinderbox, and the wind
was blowing from the fire to our motor home.  Lorna went out, a bit upset, and asked him to put the fire out.

His response was "I have insurance"!  He said the office had told him it was alright to have fire.  I think they
thought he was going to light some charcoal for cooking.  He did take the logs out of the grill and the flames

died down.  Lorna then went to the office and told them what had happened.  The owner then drove down and
talked at length to the RVer about fire dangers.  I wonder if his insurance would have covered the town of

Blanding if it had burned down as a result of his fire.

Natural Bridges and Valley of the Gods

| | | | Tuesday, April 25, 2006 3:56:10 PM|Ned

Our tour today took us first to Natural Bridges NM. We had been there some years ago but pre-digital camera
so our pictures were all from 35mm negatives and were in storage in Milwaukee. So today we retook those

photos. Natural Bridges isn’t a large park, in fact, there are only 3 bridges but they are unique.

Then we headed down Utah 261 toward Mexican Hat. The first 22 miles are paved highway, but the last few
miles are 10% down grades with lots of switchbacks. At the bottom is CR-242, the road through Valley of the

Gods. This is a 17 mile drive over a well graded gravel and clay road that takes you past some very impressive
rock formations. We feel these are as beautiful as Monument Valley, perhaps even better. Here are some

pictures from Valley of the Gods.
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The photo gallery is up and running

| | | | Thursday, April 27, 2006 8:48:08 AM|Ned

As I promised, the photo gallery is all set up and we’ve posted pictures from the various places we’ve visited

this month in southern Utah.  You can access the gallery from the AlaskaByRV Photo Gallery link on the sidebar
under Photo Galleries or just click here.  We’ll be adding to the gallery, of course, as our trip to Alaska proceeds

this summer.

If  you’re interested in what we do with our many RVing friends, check out the RV Forum Photo Gallery too.

Arrival in Moab

| | | | Saturday, April 29, 2006 11:14:48 AM|Ned

We arrived at Portal RV Park in Moab, UT, yesterday about 11:30am and will be here until Sunday, May, 7.  We

are attending our annual RV Forum Moab rally with a lot of our friends.  Last evening, social hour was followed
by some grilled sausage compliments of the Brincks.

It’s good to see old friends again.  More will be arriving today.

Still at Moab

| | | | Friday, May 05, 2006 3:09:35 PM|Ned

I haven’t had much to post this week, although Lorna has taken a lot of pictures. Once she sorts them out, I’ll

get them into the photo gallery and post a message here.

We leave here on Sunday and go to Torrey, UT, for a week. It will be a continuation of the rally in that several
other RVs from here will be going there also. We’ll have more photos from that area next week.

The hot water heater is leaking and will have to wait until we get to Salt Lake City after we leave Torrey. We
just hope it doesn’t get any worse before then.

Torrey, UT

| | | | Monday, May 08, 2006 11:30:23 AM|Ned

Caravanned from Moab to Torrey yesterday with 4 other RVs, stopping for breakfast in Blanding. It was a

beautiful drive through the Glen Canyon NRA and Capitol Reef NP. We’ll have pictures on the photo gallery later
this week.

New photos in the gallery

| | | | Saturday, May 13, 2006 12:16:08 PM|Ned
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I have just added some new photos from our stays at Moab and Torrey. They can be found here and here.

Salt Lake City, UT

| | | | Sunday, May 14, 2006 2:23:38 PM|Ned

We’re parked behind an RV service center with an appointment for tomorrow morning to replace our hot water

heater.  It will be very nice having hot water again.  Tuesday, Motosat will be going over the Datastorm satellite
system for any needed parts replacement.  The antenna is nearly 4 years old while the hot water heater is

nearly 10.

Tonight, we’re going to dinner with some RV Forum friends that are also here in Salt Lake City.

Ahh, hot water

| | | | Tuesday, May 16, 2006 3:14:21 PM|Ned

Got the new hot water heater installed yesterday and it felt so good to take showers in our own home again.

However, because of a slight miscalculation in the wiring, the water was really hot as the thermostat had been
bypassed when the 110V section was wired.  We got that fixed today and had Motosat look over the

Datastorm.  Although nearly 4 years old, there was nothing visibly wrong with the antenna, so nothing was
done.

Tomorrow we plan on heading north for the first leg of our Alaskan adventure.  A stop at Craters of the Moon is

first.  We should have pictures of that in a few days.

Lorna did quite a bit of shopping today in preparation for our entry into Canada next week.

Idaho

| | | | Saturday, May 20, 2006 12:56:33 PM|Ned

We’ve been in Idaho for the past 4 days and will be heading into Canada on Tuesday, if our mail arrives in
Sandpoint on Monday. Yesterday and today we’re in Grangeville, ID, at a very nice campground named

Christmas Ranch RV Park. There is also a B&B here. The park is brand new with nice level, open, campsites, but
the laundry and showers aren’t finished yet. This is definitely a site to keep in mind if traveling this way.

We won’t have cell phone service in Canada but should have at least occasional service in Alaska. We may not
even have internet access until we get near the Yukon Territories unless we can find WiFi hotspots.

Here’s some photos of Craters of the Moon NM.

Sandpoint, ID
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| | | | Sunday, May 21, 2006 7:02:20 PM|Ned

Drove to Sandpoint, ID, today.  Fueled up at the Flying J in Post Falls, our last fill in the US until we get to
Alaska.  Diesel was only $2.999/gallon, the cheapest fuel we’ve bought since leaving Kanab over a month ago.

I wasn’t sure the Datastorm would connect to the satellite here as we’re nearing the northern boundaries of the

footprint for this antenna, but we’re online with good signal strength.  We will stay here until at least Tuesday,
or until our mail arrives, whichever comes first.  Russ is here with us and we will be joining our other friends,

the Brewers, when we finally head north.

Last day in the lower US

| | | | Tuesday, May 23, 2006 8:48:58 PM|Ned

We had dinner this evening with Russ and the Brewers in a small restaurant in Clark Fork, ID.  Nothing fancy
but the food was excellent.

Tomorrow morning we leave Sandpoint for the Canadian border and points north.  Not sure exactly where we’ll
be tomorrow night or if we’ll be able to get online, but this is the beginning of the real adventure.

First night in BC

| | | | Wednesday, May 24, 2006 5:00:47 PM|Ned

We crossed the Canadian border this morning at Eastport. Both we and Russ were pulled over for a brief

insepction of our motor homes, but Terry and Betty were passed with just a few questions. The experience was
quite pleasant and was only a short delay.

We then proceeded to Cranbrook, BC, to meet Gordon and Linda McMillan from the RV forum. They were at our

Quartzsite rally in January and had invited us to their house for coffee. They have a beautiful log home but the
drive up was interesting. Lots of potholes in the narrow roads, ending in a somewhat circular drive. Russ had a

little difficulty getting out of the driveway that required his unhooking the Jeep, but all escaped unscathed,
eventually.

We’re spending tonight at a rest area just south of Fairmon, BC, with the Brewers and Russ.

The first photo is the three of us ready to leave Sandpoint, ID. The second is our view of the Canadian Rockies
from the rest area in BC where we’re spending the night.

Drive to Banff
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| | | | Thursday, May 25, 2006 2:00:22 PM|Ned

We drove to Banff, AB, today through the Kootenay and Banff National parks. We bought an annual park pass
that’s good for all the national parks in Canada. The drive over the mountains was breathtaking. The Canadian

Rockies are similar to, but different, from the US Rockies. Often the mountain tops were in cloud and there is
still quite a bit of snow at the upper elevations.

Here’s a view of one of the mountains from the drive and the sign at the top of the pass.

Our camp for the next 4 days in the Tunnel Mountain Village RV park. We have nearly 360° view of the

mountains. Banff itself is mostly for the tourists in summer and skiers in winter. Lots of separation centers
(shops) and lodges.

Our neighbor.

The sun is shining again!

| | | | Saturday, May 27, 2006 2:03:44 PM|Ned

After two days of rain and low clouds, the sun is coming out and we can again see the mountains surrounding
Banff.  We had breakfast in Banff this morning, then drove around to see some of the local sights.  Photos will

be up soon.

Lake Louise

| | | | Monday, May 29, 2006 4:15:05 PM|Ned

We drove to Lake Louise today via the Bow Valley Parkway that parallels CA 1.  A leisurely drive with lots of
pullouts for photos.  Brewers, Russ, and we had lunch at the Fairmount Chateau, the beautiful hotel on Lake

Louise.  We also drove up to Moraine Lake, a small but lovely lake southwest of Lake Louise.

Tomorrow we go back to Lake Louise with the motor home for one night and plan on taking a drive back across

the continental divide to Golden, BC, and return.

Lake Louise again
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| | | | Tuesday, May 30, 2006 6:38:31 PM|Ned

Today we drove the motor home to Lake Louise and are staying in the Lake Louise Campground, a national
park campground with large, open sites and we found one that would let us get online.

After parking we left about noon and drove over to YoHo and Glacier National Parks.  YoHo is on the edge of

the Canadian Rockies and Glacier is in the Columbian mountain range.

You can see all the photos to date from Canada here.  Photos from today will be posted later.

Jasper, AB

| | | | Thursday, June 01, 2006 5:27:36 AM|Ned

Yesterday’s drive was up the Icefields Parkway to Jasper, AB.  We’re staying 2 days at Whistler’s Campground,

another National Parks campground.  Full hookups but heavily wooded with tall pine trees.  This means no
satellite TV or internet.  This is the first time we have been without internet access since installing the

Datastorm in October of 2002.  I’m sitting at the computer this morning, as I always do, but there is little I can
do.

The Icefields parkway offers beautiful views of the mountains and several Glaciers, as well as occasional

wildlife.  The road itself is mostly very good but parts of it suffer from frost heaves and we did bounce things
around several times.

Photos of the parkway and Jasper are coming.

Grande Prairie, AB

| | | | Friday, June 02, 2006 5:52:30 PM|Ned

We were going to stop in Grande Cache, AB, but there was no place to boondock, and the local campground

was full, both with RVs and trees.  So, we continued on to Grande Prairie and the campgrounds here are also
full.  It seems the stampede is this weekend, so we’re parked at the WalMart with Russ.  I am so pleased that

we have been able to get online with the satellite connection this entire trip, except for Jasper in the trees.

Tomorrow we go to Dawson Creek, BC, a short drive, and will be there at least 2 days so I’ll have time to put
up more photos.

Dawson Creek, BC

| | | | Saturday, June 03, 2006 1:54:09 PM|Ned

This morning, we drove to Dawson Creek, BC, stopping for breakfast along the way.  Dawson Creek is noted for
being the "Mile 0" of the Alaskan Highway, so this is where the adventure supposedly begins.  As if we hadn’t

had adventure enough this trip.
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The Datastorm internet system is acting up and I suspect I may need to get some replacement parts sent to

me.  Fortunately, the RV park where we’re staying (Mile 0 Campground) has free WiFi internet access.

New photos from Alberta and British Columbia have been posted here.

June 5, 2006 - Fort Nelson, BC

| | | | Tuesday, June 06, 2006 5:21:00 PM|Ned

Tonight, we stayed at The Bluebell Inn, a motel, gas station, and RV park.  The RV park was OK, with full

hookup pull through sites and no trees.  Unfortunately, my Datastorm has failed completely and Russ’s new
controller isn’t working, so we had no internet.  Well, not quite true, the park does have a WiFi connection, but

the access point is positioned so poorly that only a few sites can actually use it.  I did manage to get my email
last night and this morning, and before we left, we stopped the motor home such that I could connect and

updated our bank and credit card accounts.

June 6, 2006 - Liard Hotsprings Lodge, BC

| | | | Tuesday, June 06, 2006 5:25:21 PM|Ned

This is a small campground across the highway from the Liard Hotsprings Provincial Park where they really do
have hot springs.  Lorna went with Terry and Betty for a soak this afternoon, between rain showers.

Terry disassembled my Motosat antenna and found that the control board was wet and corroded.  I’ve ordered

a new on from Motosat, but that won’t be in my hands until we get to Tok, AK, probably in a week to 10 days.

The drive from Fort Nelson was very pretty and we saw a caribou, several Stone sheep, some buffalo, and
horses.  Pictures will be posted when I can get online again.

I’m going to start putting the date into the title of the blog entry since we may not be posting every day and I
don’t always write these on the same day that I’m describing.

June 7, 2006 - Rancheria, YT

| | | | Wednesday, June 07, 2006 6:18:03 PM|Ned

We’re boondocking at a turnout near Rancheria, YT, next to the Lower Rancheria River.  Russ was able to get

online with his Datastorm so we’re able to catch up on email and other important internet trivia.

Today we saw a black bear and deer or caribou, but not much else.

June 8, 2006 - Teslin, YT

| | | | Thursday, June 08, 2006 3:49:13 PM|Ned
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On today’s short 120 mile drive, we saw a rabbit, a red fox, and two bears.

We stopped for breakfast at the Continental Divide Lodge and met a young man from Toronto who was on a
two month trip by motorcycle. He was headed for Alaska, then down the Washington, Oregon coast in to

California to see Yosemite, Death Valley, and Joshua Tree National Parks. Then he was going to northern
Arizona before returning home. Quite an adventure for a young man.

We made a stop at Watson Lake to see the famous sign post forest and see the Northern Lights Centre show.

We then stopped in Teslin, YT, and visited the Wildlife museum which contains some excellent taxidermy
specimens of the wildlife of the Yukon. Then a visit to the George Johnston museum where we watched an

excellent video on the man and the local Tlingit history. Johnston was brought to Teslin as a baby in the early
1900s and became a self taught photographer. He photographed his family and tribe and also was a repository

of the tribal heritage. In 1928 he brought a car to Teslin where there were no roads. The car was brought from
Whitehorse by boat. He hired local men to help him build a 5 mile road and he used his 1928 Chevrolet a as a

taxi for $2/person.

The war brought the construction of the Alaska Highway to Teslin and the soldiers brought diseases that nearly
destroyed the Tlingit people. The aftermath of the war was just as devastating but the tribe did recover and

today is much stronger, although their lives were changed forever.

Photos from today are at here.

June 9, 2006- Whitehorse, YT

| | | | Friday, June 09, 2006 1:38:39 PM|Ned

A short, 100 mile, drive brought us to Whitehorse, YT.  We’re at the Pioneer RV Park just south of town with

excellent WiFi internet access.  The wildlife today was one moose crossing the road but to fast for us to get a
picture.

Our friends decided to look for a better location for DirecTV reception to watch the Formula One races this

weekend although the row of sites we’re in is ideal for both internet and DirecTV.  We’re not missing television
at all so far and the park has cable TV if we really get desperate.  And we have hours of movies and other

shows on the Tivo for those quiet nights.

June 10, 2006 - A day in Whitehorse

| | | | Saturday, June 10, 2006 4:12:08 PM|Ned

Today was playing tourist with a visit to several museums and a boat ride. The MacBride museum contains an
excellent collection of mounted specimens of the wildlife of the Yukon as well as several rooms of displays

related to the Klondike gold rush and the early days of the Mounted Police. Outdoor exhibits include a steam
engine, numerous pieces of old construction and mining equipment, a RCMP station built of logs, and Sam

McGees original log cabin.
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The hydroelectric plant here has a very interesting fish ladder to allow the fish, particularly the Salmon, get

upriver around the dam. Unfortunately, the Salmon won’t be arriving until late July, so all we could do was use
our imaginations and pretend to see them swimming by.

The Yukon Transportation Museum has a large collection of vehicles from the construction of the Alaska
highway and the heyday of Whitehorse. There is also a model railroad built on a model of the Whitehorse

waterfront and adjacent area.

The airport here in Whitehorse has an interesting wind vane, a DC-3.

We also toured the SS Klondike, a paddle wheel boat that was used to carry cargo
between Whitehorse and Dawson in the 1900s. Steam powered by a wood fired boiler,

she burned a cord of wood an hour on the downstream run of 36 hours to Dawson and
about 4 cords an hour on the upstream return which took 4-5 days.. She could carry over

30 tons of cargo yet only drew 42  with her flat bottom.

We completed the afternoon with a ride on the Yukon river on the MV Schwatka that
took us through Miles Canyon up river about 10 miles and return. The sun was out and

the temperature was in the 70s with a comfortable breeze. We couldn’t have picked a
better day.

In the evening, Lorna took some photos of an eagle’s nest.

Photos from Whitehorse are here.

June 12, 2006 - Pelly Crossing, YT

| | | | Monday, June 12, 2006 8:54:38
PM|Ned

The drive today was uneventful other than the black bear we spotted along the road. Stopped at the Braeburn

Lodge for one of their famous cinnamon rolls. They are supposed to feed four, but Lorna
and I ate the whole thing. When we stopped for the day, we found a nice campground

here in Pelly Crossing, free, and with a good view of the satellite for internet access. Russ
and the Brewer’s had stopped about 25 miles south and Russ and Terry drove up to let

us know where they were. We showed Russ the campground and they went back for
their motorhomes and joined us an hour later.

June 13, 2006 - Dawson City, YT

| | | | Tuesday, June 13, 2006 3:37:30 PM|Ned

This is the last stop before entering Alaska.  We’ll be here 2 or 3 days before taking the ferry across the Yukon

River.  The roads have been in excellent condition so far, except for a stretch of about 10k today that was
under reconstruction and packed dirt and gravel.  The weather has also been good, with unseasonably high
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temperatures and no rain for quite a while.  The fire danger is high, however.

The only wildlife today was one rabbit.

We’re in the Guggieville Campground with an excellent WiFi internet connection.  As always, you can see our
location on a map here.

Photos from Dawson City are here.

June 14, 2006 - Dawson City Day 2

| | | | Wednesday, June 14, 2006 5:49:09 PM|Ned

To celebrate our 11th anniversary and my 64th birthday, we went to breakfast with Russ to Klondike Kate’s.

Food was good, and prices were reasonable, for here anyway.

Lorna took a walking tour of Dawson City and visited a few other tourist type attractions in the morning while I
worked on some projects that have been waiting until I got some time to attack them.  Then we drove back
into town and visited the Dawson City Fireman’s Museum where they have some old fire fighting equipment on

display.  While talking to one of the firemen, we mentioned we were originally from Wisconsin and he said he
had just received some badges from the Madison FD and had put one on their display board.  Small world.

We then went to the Dawson City Museum that has many artifacts on display from the Gold Rush days.  There

is a room upstairs with many more items that they don’t have room to display.  We also watched a 20 minute
film from 1957 on the early days of the city.

June 15, 2006 - Dawson City Day 3

| | | | Thursday, June 15, 2006 6:55:28 PM|Ned

We decided to stay one more day in Dawson City.  I got some work done and Lorna did more sightseeing.

Tomorrow we finally go to Alaska, really.

Photos from Dawson City are here.

June 16, 2006 - Tok, AK

| | | | Friday, June 16, 2006 9:16:47 PM|Ned

We finally made it to Alaska. Took the ferry across the Yukon river at Dawson City and started up the Top of the
World highway. The road to the Canada-US border was in pretty good condition, but once we cleared customs,

the road from there to Chicken was dirt and gravel, with lots of frost heaves and potholes. We were doing well
to average 20 mph. It was probably the worst road we have ever driven with the motor home. Oh, it was also

raining and we were in the clouds, so we couldn’t even enjoy the views. Lorna says she is never driving that
road again, and I agree with her.
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The road from Chicken to Tok is mostly paved and in good condition. We arrived in Tok and fueled up and the

attendant at the fuel stop asked what color our vehicles were, they are that muddy. Russ’s Jeep and our Honda
are brown, no longer white.

Russ is parked about 14 miles east of town to watch a rerun of the Formula I races from
earlier while we’re in an RV park in Tok with full hookups and WiFi internet access.

Tomorrow, we’ll wash the car and decide if we’re staying here or moving to a different
campground.

The part for the Datastorm that was supposed to be here isn’t. I should hear late tomorrow what happened to

the shipment. We did get our mail for the first time in about 2 weeks.

Pictures to follow, but probably not until tomorrow.

June 17, 2006 - Tok, AK

| | | | Saturday, June 17, 2006 1:51:36 PM|Ned

We moved to another campground this morning, just a short way down the road but much cheaper and with
free WiFi internet access. Then we took the car to a local gas station where we got a free car wash with a fillup.

Used a pressure washer and got all the mud off of the car and bike.

Then we took the motorhome to another wash place and spent $6 on 20 minutes of pressure washer time to

clean it up. Well worth the price.

We’ll be here at least until Monday.

June 19, 2006 - Tok, AK

| | | | Monday, June 19, 2006 7:59:46 AM|Ned

We’re heading for Fairbanks today, but I wanted to get some more photos up before we leave. Here’s some
from our trip over the Top of the World highway last Friday.

June 19, 2006 - Fairbanks, AK

| | | | Monday, June 19, 2006 5:31:11 PM|Ned

We arrived in Fairbanks about 3:00pm today and are settled in at the Chena Marina RV Park.  We are facing the

water where we can watch the float planes take off and land.  We’ll be here for a week, so perhaps I can get
some work done and a few projects attempted on the motor home.

Still haven’t got the part for the Datastorm, and nobody answers their phone at Motosat, it just goes to voice

mail.  After sending instant messages, email and leaving voice mail telling them that we were leaving Tok today,
they left a voice message for me that they were shipping the part to Tok!  I called to straighten that out and
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got voice mail, of course, but I just received a email that the part will be shipped UPS or FedEx to Fairbanks to

be held in Anchorage!  Sent a reply email to sort that out, hopefully.  Asked for a confirmation phone call
tomorrow to be sure they ship to the right city this time.  It has been a very annoying day, to say the least.

The highway to Fairbanks is in very good condition, with just a few loose gravel spots and minimal delays for
construction.  We did have light rain for much of the trip, so the car is a bit dirty again, but not anywhere near

as bad as it was when we arrived in Tok.

Russ is here too, and the Brewers should be joining us tomorrow.

June 20, 2006 - Fairbanks, AK

| | | | Wednesday, June 21, 2006 8:50:17 AM|Ned

We started out today with a trip to the visitors center to gather
literature on things to do in Fairbanks. Next to the center is a small

park with a fountain in it and plaques naming various people and
organizations. We found the plaque with our friend Don Miller and

family on it.
A trip to the University of Alaska Fairbanks museum was next. This museum has exhibits from the different

parts of Alaska showing the geologic and cultural history of each region.

The afternoon was spent relaxing.

June 22, 2006 - Fairbanks, AK

| | | | Thursday, June 22, 2006 9:31:24 PM|Ned

This morning, we took a tour of the Eldorado Gold Mine.  They showed us a working placer mining operation,

complete with sluice box, and then we were each given a small bag of concentrated ore for panning.  Between
Lorna and I, we came up with about $14 worth of gold, including one very small nugget.

In the afternoon, we took a 3 1/2 hour ride on a stern wheel river boat, the Discovery.  Went down the Chena

river to the Chena village where they demonstrated various native skills.  Along the way we were given a
demonstration of a Super Cub bush plane takeoff and landing and saw Susan Butcher’s home, a 4 time winner

of the Iditarod dog sled race.  On the return trip, we were shown a float plane takeoff and landing.  Of course,
we’ve been seeing those all day, every day, as we’re parked right on the float plane basin.

My part for the Datastorm arrived yesterday, and should be installed tomorrow by Terry.  It will be nice to not

have to rely on the often unreliable campground WiFi for internet access.

Photos to follow when Lorna gets them sorted out.

June 24, 2006 - Fairbanks, AK
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| | | | Saturday, June 24, 2006 7:12:37 PM|Ned

The best news is that my new control board is installed on the Datastorm and it works.  Or it would if it could
see over the tall trees at the edge of the campground.  Lorna did the replacement, so she’s now my official

Datastorm service technician.

We didn’t do much today, but did drive up to see our friend’s, the Millers, old house north of Fairbanks.  We did
take a couple of photos, but it was hard to see the house through the trees.

Lorna has promised to write up her recent adventures and post it, but first I have to get her a better internet
connection.  Then she needs to sort the photos from here so I can upload those.  Perhaps that will happen

tomorrow.

Fairbanks, AK

| | | | Sunday, June 25, 2006 8:18:46 AM|Lorna

June 21 - Fairbanks

Today I drove out to Dredge #8 and took a two hour tour of the facility. This tour included a very delicious
lunch of beef stew, fresh baked biscuits, blueberry muffin and beverage. Gold Dredge #8

is a five-deck ship more than 250 feet long that was built in 1928 to ply Goldstream and
Engineer Creeks for gold. It was made in PA and shipped here and assembled on site. It

is a gold processing machine which floats in its own pond. It dug up gravel down to
bedrock and dumped it into a hopper which fed a large rotating trammel where water

was sprayed on the trammel which sorted out the heavier gold from the gravel. It was a very interesting
process. When they are dredging up the dirt they also find animal fossils which are either donated to the Alaska

Museum or kept at the site. The gravel and rocks passed through and onto a long conveyor belt stacking the
tailings behind the dredge in piles up to 27 ft. high. After the tour everyone was given a bag of dirt to pan for

gold so to speak. I ended up with 2 grains of gold worth a little over $5 which I was allowed to keep. I then
purchased a Bezel to put the gold into to display on a chain. It was an interesting and fun experience.

This being the summer soltice, in the evening I boarded an eight passenger plane and flew to the Artic Circle to

a village called Fort Yukon, the land of the midnight sun. Fort Yukon is one of the oldest settlements in Alaska,
and the Gwich’in Athabascan Indians have lived in this area for centuries. On the way there we flew over the

White Mountain range where we were able to view a herd of Dall Sheep and then part of the Yukon Flats
National Wildlife Refuge: 8.6 million acres of wetlands, including more than 40,000 lakes. We also flew over the

Alaska Oil Pipeline. Fort Yukon is located on the Yukon River which is the only place along the entire course of
the river that it flows this far north. Upon arriving there we were met by an Athabascan native guide that

showed us contemporary life in an Alaskan bush village. They are really into educating their young people,
encouraging them to finish high school. Many of them go on to college and some even
get masters degrees and this includes the girls, too. They are also teaching them their

old traditions and the native language, which they were forbidden to speak by our
government for many years. Fur trapping and fishing used to be the main form of income

but that is not true now. They mainly do that today for their own personal use. The
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population in the village is 1800 in the summer and 700 in the winter. On the return trip we flew over the Fort

Knox gold mine. The mine covers over 3800 acres and, at peak production, delivers $250,000 of gold each day.
Fort Knox is the largest open pit gold mine operating in North America. This was a wonderful learning

experience. When I returned to the coach at 1:30 am the sun was just setting. At this time of the year there is
daylight for about 23 hrs.

June 23 - Fairbanks

This morning Russ, Terry, Betty and I drove to North Pole to visit Santa’s House. This was a fun experience and,
also, a little expensive. The pictures will tell the story. Then it was onto the visitor

information center in Fairbanks where they have a web cam focused on the park
adjacent to the center. So Betty called our friends, Don and Peg Miller who used to live

here, to check the web cam so we could wave to them. Talk about modern technology!
In the afternoon I went to the Robert G. White Large Animal Research Station for a tour

to view and learn about muskoxen, caribou and reindeer. There are about 50 muskoxen at this location. They
are very short with very short legs which becomes difficult in deep snow. Their fur is thick and extremely warm

so they tend to stay in the shade of the trees. The females produce one calf per year. The adult horns weigh
about 40 lbs per horn and they never shed them. It is difficult to tell the male caribou and reindeer apart

because they are the same color, but the females are different in color and easy to tell which is which. The
females never loose their horns but the males loose their horns every year after mating season. The male horns

weigh about 35 lbs per side so the neck muscles are very strong which is the same with the muskoxen. I
learned so much there and wish I could remember all of it.

June 25, 2006 - Fairbanks, AK

| | | | Sunday, June 25, 2006 7:42:15 PM|Ned

We have decided to stay here one more day, mostly because our mail hasn’t arrived yet. Meanwhile, lots of new

photos have been uploaded to the Alaska album.

This campground has been a real treat, getting to watch float planes take off and land all
day right in our front yard.

We have occasionally seen smoke from the wildfires. Here’s what
the sun looked like one day when the smoke was over the ridge across from our

campsite.

June 26, 2006 - Fairbanks, AK

| | | | Monday, June 26, 2006 4:49:24 PM|Ned

We took advantage of our extra day here to go to the Pioneer Park where we visited the
aviation and railroad museums. The aviation museum, while small, packs a lot of items in

the round building. 17 aircraft and a large collection of piston aircraft engines, plus many
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models make this an excellent visit.

The railroad museum, on the other hand, has basically one exhibit, Engine #1, the oldest operating steam
engine in Alaska and the Yukon. The engine has been completely reconstructed with a

new wooden cab, but it’s coal fired now instead of wood fired. They run it a few times a
year on the narrow gauge railroad loop around the park. The Tanana Valley Railroad has

a web site here with some photos and more information. We rode the narrow gauge train
that runs every 15 minutes on the loop and got an overview of the whole park.

There is also a river boat on display, but having already been on several of those, we skipped this one.

More information about Pioneer Park can be found here.

We’ll be here one more day. Lorna went to look for our mail but it seems the post office here closes at 3:30 and

she got there at 3:45. There are worse places to spend another day, if only it stops raining.

June 27, 2006 - Fairbanks, AK

| | | | Tuesday, June 27, 2006 4:12:52 PM|Ned

Hurrah, our mail arrived and we were able to pick it up at the post office.  Tomorrow we head south for Denali

National Park.

June 28, 2006 - Denali National Park

| | | | Wednesday, June 28, 2006 2:55:53 PM|Ned

The drive down from Fairbanks was uneventful, no wildlife, some frost heaves, a couple of construction delays,
but sunny and clear.  We’re camped at the Denali Riverside RV Park, about 2 miles from the entrance to Denali

NP with a view of the Nenana river and excellent internet satellite reception.  We have decided to stay a week
as we expect finding a camp site over the 4th of July might be a problem.  With the Escapees discount, the cost

is only about $27/night for a water and electric site.

Next to us are two trailers with two young men from Wisconsin that are working on the Jeep tours for the
summer.  They have told us of moose that come to the river in the evening that will be visible from our site.

Photos after we visit the park.

June 29, 2006 - Mount McKinley by Air

| | | | Thursday, June 29, 2006 4:35:52 PM|Ned

Lorna called the Talkeetna Aero Services this morning to get information on their flights into Denali NP and to

Mount McKinley. We were pleasantly surprised when we were told that they had seats on
the 11:00am flight. Since it was almost 10:00am, we hurried out the door and drove the
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10 miles to the Healy River airport. At 11:00am, we boarded a Piper Navajo 10 place twin engine airplane and

took off for Mount McKinley. For the next 90 minutes we flew through Denali and around and over Mount
McKinley.

The day was perfect, a scattered layer down low and nothing but sunlight on top. The views of the mountain
were breathtaking. We topped out at 21,500 feet and flew over the summit as well as

getting views of the two camps used on climbs. We saw 8 climbers leaving the 14 camp,
but no action at 17 camp, probably because the winds were too

strong.

July
3,
2006
-
Tundra Wilderness Tour in Denali

| | | | Tuesday, July 04, 2006 9:22:44 AM|Ned

We took an 8 hour bus tour of Denali NP that went 53 miles into the park and back. It’s was an overcast day
with some light rain, so we didn’t get to see Mount McKinley, but we did see quite a bit of wildlife. None were

near the road, but all were visible in binoculars and most photographable with the
camera. Here’s a sample with more to come in the gallery.

In addition to these we saw 2 Golden

eagles, a grizzly bear and 2 cubs, and
numerous smaller animals.

July 5, 2006 - Anchorage, AK

| | | | Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:33:33 PM|Ned

The drive down to Anchorage today was uneventful.  It rained the first couple of hours then started to clear.

Unfortunately, it didn’t clear enough for us to see McKinley.  Before we got to Anchorage, it had clouded over
again.  The only wildlife sighting today was a bear by the road that headed back into the trees before we could

get a photo.

We have full hookups, the first time since leaving Whitehorse, where we couldn’t reach the sewer anyway.  Had

bit of a scare when I noticed the gray water tank indicator was showing empty when the tank had to be at least
half full.  When I drained it, it had the expected amount of water, so it’s a problem with the gauge or wiring.

Now I have 2 gauges that don’t work.

At least I can get online with the Datastorm.

July 9, 2006 - Anchorage, AK
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| | | | Sunday, July 09, 2006 6:38:07 PM|Ned

We have now been here 4 days and have done mostly local sightseeing.  We drove east along the Turnagain
Arm one day with Russ and saw the mud flats as the tide went out.  Today Lorna and I went to the Alaska

Aviation Heritage Museum located on Lake Hood, the large seaplane base.  While small as aviation museums
go, it has a lot of history of flying in Alaska, and quite a few aircraft on display.

Then we went to the Alaska Experience Theatre, a 180º dome movie theater that had some beautiful views of

the Alaskan wilderness and gave a brief history of the state.  After that we went to the Earthquake Exhibit that
showed a movie of the results of the 1964 9.2 earthquake that hit southern Alaska and destroyed many towns.

This was the largest recorded earthquake in North America.

We should have more photos after Lorna’s visit tomorrow to the Portage glacier.

July 12, 2006 - Chugach, AK

| | | | Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:29:22 PM|Ned

We left Anchorage today this morning and fueled up at the Fred Meyer store, then headed east along the

Turnagain Arm of the Cook Inlet.  We stopped for lunch at the Chair 5 restaurant in Girdwood, then went to the
Alyeska Hotel and took the tram to the top of the mountain.  The views from there were impressive, we could

see 4 glaciers and the Turnagain Arm and watched several parasailors jump off the mountain.  We’re parked in
the Williwaw campground, a US Forest Service park, with no hookups but are online.

July 13, 2006 - Chugach, AK

| | | | Thursday, July 13, 2006 6:57:48 PM|Ned

Went to Whittier for breakfast with Russ this morning.  The drive includes a 2.5 mile tunnel that is one lane,

shared by the cars and the railroad.  They alternate directions every half hour.  Whittier is on Prince William
Sound and is ice free all year round.  It’s surrounded by mountains and glaciers with not a bad view in any

direction.

Lorna made her reservation for the Glacier cruise on Saturday.

July 14, 2006 - New photos posted

| | | | Friday, July 14, 2006 8:34:28 AM|Ned

There are new photos in the Alaska album.  The are from Anchorage and the Turnagain Arm and Portage
Glacier areas.  Enjoy.

July 14, 2006 - Powerless!
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| | | | Friday, July 14, 2006 11:28:53 AM|Ned

After running on batteries this morning, I had started the generator and was charging them back up and
running the computers etc. when we noticed a loud buzzing from the CB radio.  This was much louder than the

usual buzz from the inverter.  Then the AC power went out.  I checked the inverter/charger monitor panel and
it was showing 0 current, no charging, no draw.  I toggled the charger off and the generator shut down.  Now

this is not supposed to happen.  Then I noticed that we had lost all DC power too, which explained the
generator shutdown.  Got the voltmeter and checked the power from the batteries and found that there was no

12V out of the disconnect switch.  Now we never turn the disconnect switch off but it had obviously failed in the
open state.  Removed the switch and the 3 very large cables from the 2 studs on the switch and bolted them

together and we had DC power again.  Started the generator and all was back to normal.  It could have been
much worse as my first thought was the very large 300A fuse had failed, again, but fortunately that wasn’t the

case.

We keep wondering what will die next.

July 16, 2006 - Seward, AK

| | | | Sunday, July 16, 2006 4:59:13 PM|Ned

Our drive today took us a whole 77 miles to Seward, on Resurrection Bay.  This is a cruise ship port, but only

one is at the docks right now.  It rained most of the way down, and it’s very cloudy and foggy, so the views
aren’t very good.  We’re at Stoney Creek RV Park with full hookups and a satellite connection.  We’ll be here for

3 days.

Hopefully, we can get the brakes on the Honda fixed tomorrow.  After leaving Anchorage, they failed such that
the pedal is almost to the floor before any braking action is felt.  With luck, we can get it to a shop just 2 miles

down the highway when they open in the morning.

Russ and the Brewers are parked at the Waterfront RV Park, facing the bay.  Electric and water only, but a nice
view, if there wasn’t so much fog.  He took us on a tour of Seward this afternoon, so we know were things are

once we get the car fixed.

If/when the weather clears, we’ll take a glacier and wildlife tour and have more photos.

July 18, 2006 - Still in Seward, AK

| | | | Tuesday, July 18, 2006 6:17:30 PM|Ned

We got the Honda back today with two new rear brake cylinders.  We can actually stop the car now.

Took a drive to the east shore of Resurrection Bay, but the fog and clouds were so thick, it was hard to see

town across the bay, let alone the mountains.  A drive out to the Kenai Fjords National Park visitors center was
nice, but the closer we got, the more it rained.  Lorna took the walk out the the Exit Glacier (photos coming

soon) and returned in fairly heavy rain.  Yes, there really are fjords here.
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Went into town for coffee and to check on a tour boat for tomorrow.  I’ve now driven the single lane road

construction zone between us and town 6 times, and will do it twice tomorrow.

We’ve decided to stay one more night at Stoney Creek RV Park rather than drive the motorhome into town

through the construction and maybe not get a decent site at the waterfront park.  Besides, for only a few
dollars more we have full hookups here vs. electric and water only, and my power cord may not reach their

pedestals anyway.  And there’s no traffic out here.

July 19, 2006 - Last day in Seward, AK

| | | | Wednesday, July 19, 2006 9:48:42 PM|Ned

We took a 6 hour boat tour of the Kenai Fjords National Park today. Left the dock at
11:30am and spent the day on the waters around Seward. We saw several Bald Eagles,

including a nesting pair, various species of birds (Puffins,
Cormorants, and lots I can’t remember), Sea Otters, Sea Lions,

Moon Jellyfish, and Humpback whales. However, the best part of
the voyage was viewing the Aialik glacier. It was quite active, showing us several major

calving episodes, as well as numerous smaller ice falls. We spent about a half an hour
drifting about a 1/3 of a mile from the face. We’ll have some photos up in a day so but tomorrow we’re on the

road to Homer.

July 20, 2006 - Seward to Homer

| | | | Friday, July 21, 2006 7:44:34 AM|Lorna

Ned and I left Seward today and drove over to Homer. The trip was uneventful except for seeing a couple of
bald eagles in flight on the way. The highway was good except for the construction as we got to the main

highway and then a bridge underconstruction in Soldotna. We
were going to stay at the Elks Club but Ned wanted power and

water so we are at Ocean View RV Park for $35 per night. The Elks
Club was full anyway and very crowded. We went for a drive out

to the end of the spit which was interesting and then all the way
to the end of East End Rd and from there we could see two of the biggest glaciers that we have seen on this

trip. Tonight while sitting and relaxing I saw two eagles fly to a nearby tree.

July 22, 2006 - Seldovia

| | | | Saturday, July 22, 2006 7:54:52 PM|Ned

Today we took a boat ride to Seldovia across the bay from Homer. Saw lots of birds and Sea Otters, fog and
light rain. Seldovia is a very small town (self described as about 300 people and a few old crabs) that can only

be reached by water or air. We had lunch at the Tide Pool Cafe, good food and reasonable prices (for Alaska
anyway). We had 3 hours to spend in town so we walked around, took photos (coming soon) and took in the
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visitor’s center.

This year they hosted the First Annual Chainsaw Carving Contest. A local resident couple, Elaine and Toby Craft,
are chainsaw carvers and were the instigators of the contest. We saw several examples of their work while

walking around town as the carvings are on display outside various businesses.

Some examples of the chainsaw carvings.

July 24, 2006 - Kenai

| | | | Monday, July 24, 2006 2:42:45 PM|Ned

The short, 82 mile, drive from Homer to Kenai was uneventful, and mostly tree lined.  A few brief glimpses of
the Cook Inlet were all we saw.  We are parked facing the inlet with a view of nothing but water and

mountains, plus a few small trees.  We’ll be here until Friday.

New photos from Homer and Seldovia were posted this morning.

July 26, 2006 - Kenai

| | | | Wednesday, July 26, 2006 8:56:34 PM|Ned

Today when I got up at about 0700 the sun was shining and the skies were clear.  We thought it would never
stop raining in the Kenai.  The day remained clear and cool, but it’s nice to see the sun again.  I’ve been

fighting a sore throat and cold since we arrived here on Monday.  Although we did go for a drive the other day,
there isn’t that much to do in Kenai if you don’t fish, and I don’t fish any more.

July 28, 2006 - Palmer

| | | | Friday, July 28, 2006 10:29:00 PM|Ned

The drive from Kenai to Palmer was pleasant and sunny.  Other than a small mishap with the tow bar just when

leaving the campground, which took a bit to fix, we had no other problems.  Wildlife spotted were a group of
Mountain Sheep high on a hill side and a cow moose with calf in a field along the highway.  No place to stop for

pictures, unfortunately.  When we arrived at the Elks Club in Palmer, we got parked with 30 amp electric, and
my desktop computer wouldn’t boot up.  Checked several things, then let it sit while we went to dinner with

Frank and Barb Weimart, another couple from the RV forum that are staying here with us for the next 2 nights.
The lodge has a very nice dining room and we opted to eat on the porch overlooking the lake.  There was a

seaplane docked at the lodge and another just across the small bay.  The specials were Halibut and Prime Rib.
Both were excellent with large portions.  The cost was not much more than we have been paying for breakfast.
After dinner, a Bald Eagle flew over the porch.
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July 30, 2006 - Palmer

| | | | Sunday, July 30, 2006 5:39:25 PM|Ned

Frank and Barb left this morning after we all went to Palmer for breakfast.  Today has been cloudy and rainy

but we took a drive up toward Hatcher Pass this afternoon.  The road became a very rough, potholed, track so
we didn’t quite make the pass before turning around.  The views would have been spectacular if we could have
seen them through the clouds and fog.  Sasha enjoyed the drive anyway, as she slept the whole time as usual.

July 24-27, 2006

| | | | Monday, July 31, 2006 12:27:29 PM|Lorna

The Brewers, R. Mahoney, Reiters and Weimarts met up in the city of Kenai at Beluga Lookout Lodge and RV

Park for several days of fun, sightseeing, eating and visiting. Kenai is one of the oldest settlements in Alaska
and has a population of close to 7,000. From our campsite we had a good view of the

Cook Inlet, Redoubt Volcano and the inlet to the Kenai River. We were able to see
salmon jumping, bald eagles and many other wildlife. The Visitors center has a cultural

center which has a very excellent collection of the Dena’ina Athabascan art and artifacts,
Russian relics, Alaskan wildlife and a number of videos about Alaskan wildlife, the 1964

earthquake, etc. They also have a walking tour of Old Town Kenai which I have included in some of the
pictures. One morning Terry, Betty and I did the walking tour which ended at the Burger Bus for lunch. Russ

joined us for some very good burgers. Since we weren’t able to get in touch with Frank and Barb they went
there later on our recommendation. Ned couldn’t join us because of a nasty cold which

he managed to pass on to me. Some of us took rides around the area looking for moose
and caribou, to no avail, and also to see the scenery. This is the closest settlement to the

south-central region’s most promising oil-development fields and is the site of major
petrochemical plants. The best part of our stay there was that the sun came out and we

had clear skies for the first time in a couple of weeks.

July 29, 2006 - Palmer

| | | | Tuesday, August 01, 2006 7:53:30 PM|Lorna

Barb, Frank and I drove into Anchorage to visit the Alaska Native Heritage Center.  The Center is a must see.
There is the Gathering Place where they have dance performances and storytelling and the Theatre which has a

movie starting every 1/2 hr. and covering a variety of subjects.  The name of the movie and the time is posted.
There is a very well laid out small museum. Alaska’s Native people are divided into eleven distinct cultures,

speaking twenty different languages. In order to tell the stories of this diverse population, The Alaska Native
Heritage Center is organized based on five cultural groups.  They are Tlinget, Aleut, St. Lawrence Island Yupik,

Yup’ik/Cup’ik, and Athabascan.  The village sites are around a small lake and has a self guided tour which has
very well written signage and knowledgable students to answer questions at most sites or you can take a

guided tour of the villages. This is very easy walk. There is an outside coffee shop and a cafe. There are Native
Americans selling their different crafts and inside has a small snack stand and typical gift shop.  There is a large

parking lot around the back for buses and rv’s.  It was a great experience learning more about the Alaskan
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Natives and a wonderful day.  After returning to our rigs at the Elks Club in Palmer we got together for happy

hour.

July 31, 2006

| | | | Wednesday, August 02, 2006 10:24:07 AM|Lorna

We got up to sunshine but then the weather sort of went downhill until late afternoon. Ken Miller and his
friends came to pick us up at 1:00 for a tour of Independence Mine near Palmer. It is an old gold mine in the
Willow Creek mining district. Most of the main buildings have been restored but the

tunnel and other parts of it are slowly falling into ruins. Independence Mine prospered
and the mining camp continued to grow during the late 30’s and early 40’s. It was the

most productive mine in the Willow Creek mining district producing over 141,000 troy
ounces of gold. By 1942 97% of the gold contained in the ore was recovered. It was a

very interesting place and would have been fun to hike the area more except while we were there it started to
rain. Even though it was raining that whole area is very beautiful. The rest of the afternoon we did a driving

tour around the Palmer area which is very scenic. It was great to have our own personal guide. We stopped at
the musk ox farm which is said to be the only domestication project in the world. Near

there we stopped at an overlook of the Matanuska River. We drove out to an area where
there might be swans or moose, no such luck, but we did get to see the Knik Glacier

from a distance in the Chugach Mountains. Before returning to the coach we all went to
dinner at Colony Kitchen which is located across the street from the fairgrounds where

the Alaska State Fair is held. It was a wonderful afternoon and great to be able to spend it with Ken and his
friends.

August 1, 2006

| | | | Wednesday, August 02, 2006 10:24:35 AM|Lorna

Today was a complete day of rest trying to get rid of our colds.  It was raining when we got up but the weather

did improve during the day and the sun came out late this afternoon.  We drove into town to check for mail but
it hadn’t arrived yet so will stay two more nights at the Elks Club.  Tomorrow we plan to drive up to Talkeetna

and weather permitting we will take a jetboat ride.  If the weather is clear enough we may even get a view of
Mt. McKinley.

August 2, 2006 - Talkeetna

| | | | Friday, August 04, 2006 7:53:29 PM|Lorna

We drove to Talkeetna for lunch and a short tour of the town. Talkeetna is situated on the confluence of three

wild, glacially fed rivers: the Susitna, Chulitna, and Talkeetna. In the native language na means river. This was
an important location for fishing and trading by the Dena’ina Indians. As early as 1896 a gold rush in the

Susitna River brought prospectors here. Talkeetna continued to survive through the years with a combination of
miners, trappers, homesteaders, and railroad workers who called this place home. Nagley’s Store was built
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between 1917 and 1921 and was moved three times and the last time, in 1945, it moved up Main Street on log

rollers (staying open during the 3-day move). The historic Fairview Inn was built in 1923 and had Talkeetna’s
first bathtub. After eight decades it continues to be a gathering place for locals and visitors. There are many

other historical buildings. We had lunch at the Wildflower Cafe which had very good food.

In the afternoon we took a jetboat trip on the three rivers. This was an enclosed jetboat with three engines. We

started out on the Talkeetna and almost immediately turned onto the Susitna where we traveled to a 100 year
old, abandoned beaver lodge. It was huge and the reason it was abandoned was there was no longer any water

there. Lori, our guide, carried a shotgun in case of bears. Since beavers only live for 15 or 20 years this meant
that there were several generations that had lived in this lodge. From there we were taken to a mockup of a

native village, complete with shelter, fish drying rack, deadfall for catching beaver and holes for storing their
dried fish. They would burn their logs to the length that they needed for all of these items. We also saw a

mockup of a trapper’s cabin and cache. This resembled the home of our captain’s parents who came to
Talkeetna in 1972 to homestead.

After Susitna we were taken up the Chulitna to the Parks Hwy where the majority of the passengers left the

jetboat to stay at the Princess Lodge. This river was interesting in that it took us through a canyon where it
became very narrow and fast. We saw a small black bear (no picture) and several pairs of bald eagles. All in all

it was another great adventure of this trip. Unfortunately we were not able to get a view of Mt. Mckinley from
Talkeetna.

Photos are here.

August 3, 2006 - Glennallen

| | | | Saturday, August 05, 2006 9:43:40 AM|Lorna

Today we left our wonderful spot with a great view at the Elks Club in Palmer and drove to Glennallen for two

nights. The drive was another beautiful drive between the Chugach and Talkeetna Mountains. along the
Matanuska River. This included an awesome sight of the Matanuska Glacier which you can drive to and walk on

it but we didn’t do since we have already had that experience a couple of times. The view of the Wrangell
Mountains coming down the road into Glennallen was very spectacular. The weather was partly cloudy and

sunny with no rain which made for a pleasant drive. Tomorrow we will go to the visitors center in Glennallen
and also the one for the Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve in Copper Center.

August 4, 2006 - Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve

| | | | Saturday, August 05, 2006 9:44:48 AM|Lorna

The stop at the visitors centers gave us some ideas of what we would be able to drive to. The film at the
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve Visitors Center is very well done and gives you a lot of information

and a wonderful overview of the park. There are only two roads into the park and they are both gravel roads.
Probably the best way to see the park is by plane which is true of most of Alaska. It is the largest national park,

it equals six Yellowstones, with peaks upon peaks and glaciers after glaciers. Four major mountain ranges meet
in the park, which includes nine of the 16 highest peaks in the United States. The Wrangells are volcanic in
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origin, but only Mt. Wrangell remains active. The Kennecott Mining Co. transported copper from their mines to

Cordova by rail between 1911 and 1918. You can drive to the mine along a gravel road for 60 miles in the park
where the ruins of the mining company can be seen. The mine and buildings are now on the National Register

of Historic Places. We chose not to do this drive since it follows the old railroad bed and some of the rail spikes
work their way to the surface and have been known to puncture tires. We did drive to and cross the Copper

River which is just pass the town of Chitina. That is a very nice drive along the Copper River, pass several lakes
and Liberty Falls.

August 5, 2006

| | | | Sunday, August 06, 2006 8:36:50 AM|Lorna

Today we drove to Valdez which turned out to be the most awesome and beautiful drive of the trip so far.  We
certainly have seen some beautiful scenery so far but this one was like driving in a little

Switzerland complete with glaciers, mountain tops in the clouds with snow and brillant
green on the upper and lower elevations.  We arrived in Valdez about an hour or more

after we should have because of all the stopping to take pictures.  We had a reservation
at Bear Paw (adult park) but had to register at the family park first and then they direct

you to this one.  Our site is right on the shore at the entrance to the marina and have a view of six or more
glaciers plus the Valdez Inlet and mountains all around us.  This afternoon we started to watch an oil tanker

getting ready to leave across the inlet but missed it actually leaving because we decided
to take a drive.  Later I took another drive to check out more of the town and stopped at

a place where the salmon were spawning which was interesting since we haven’t had
that opportunity yet. Did you know that from the time salmon return to their spawning

area as healthy salmon within two to three weeks they will detoriate and die? During this
period they are no longer good for us to eat. Will have to take Ned over there tomorrow before we take our

boat trip to the Columbia Glacier. Upon returning to the campground I noticed a sailboat docking and went to
check it out.  It was the same boat we had seen at Seward when we were returning from our boat trip about

two weeks ago.  We have a picture of the boat with Bear Glacier behind it so might see if they would like a
copy. Really looking forward to exploring this area during the next three days.  Pictures will be coming soon

from yesterday and this week.

August 6, 2006 - Valdez

| | | | Tuesday, August 08, 2006 12:02:45 PM|Lorna

Today we got up to partly cloudy with the sun shining which was good since we were scheduled for the Stan
Stephans Glacier and Wildlife Cruise (another 2 for 1 in the Alaska Tour Saver Book). We went to breakfast at

the marina and drove around town and out to watch the salmon spawning. The boat left at noon on very calm
seas and a nice slow ride out of the Port of Valdez through the Valdez Narrows. While in the harbor area our

captain was able to get us very close to a raft of sea otters which were very cooperative for pictures. On the
way out we were able to see Shoup and Anderson Glaciers. As we approached Anderson Glacier we spotted a

bald eagle at the top of a tree on Entrance Island so I was able to get a picture of it with
Anderson Glacier as a backdrop. Going through the Narrows is really something when

you think of big oil freighters passing there or meeting other boats coming and going. It
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was certainly a beautiful day and the seas in Prince William Sound were very flat. While

out there we were able to get a close-up view of hundreds of Stellar sea lions, more sea otters, Dall’s porpoises
(no pictures), Kittiwakes, Tufted Puffins, Surf Scoters (no pictures), and others that I have probably forgotten.

Since the weather and seas were so good the captain took us around Glacier Island and up towards the
Columbia Glacier. Now this one is very different from all the rest that we have seen so far in that you can only

get to within eight or so miles from the glacier because of all the icebergs in front of it. The captain had to be
very careful coming into these icebergs because some of them are very big. There are several forms of ice here,

brash ice (5m in height). He got us as close as he could but we still weren’t getting a very good view of the
glacier so he took us around to the other side of Heather Island where the view was much better. The Columbia

Glacier was the last of Alaska’s tidewater glaciers to go into a retreat. It began in 1978,
and by 1983 it had moved off its terminal moraine, losing an increasing amount of ice. In

2002, it had retreated for a distance of 7-1/2 miles, leaving approximately 18 miles to go
before reaching bedrock on shore. Some of the icebergs in front of the glacier go so deep

that they are actually resting on the bottom of the sea which is causing a backup of the
ice calving off the glacier. There is about 1300 ft. of the glacier below the waterline and that is where the

icebergs are coming from. Because of the backup of all the icebergs you can’t see any of the calving that is
happening which is much more than most of the tidewater glaciers. On the way back to Valdez we sighted two

black bear cubs on shore and I was able to get a picture of one of them before they headed into the woods.
Just before entering the Narrows the captain pointed out where the Exon Valdez went aground. Ned made the
comment on the way back that this was the best boat cruise we had been on so far and I have to agree. As we

were returning to the marina the weather started to go down hill and we had rain last night.

As I was sitting and looking out the harbor late last evening I spotted a tug towing two very large barges with
lots of supplies on them but it was to dark to see where they ended up. Earlier in the evening I also spotted a

sea otter swimming out in front of the coach.

August 7, 2006 - Valdez

| | | | Tuesday, August 08, 2006 12:12:13 PM|Lorna

Today we got up to fog filling the harbor which was a little disappointing since I wanted to see where the
barges went, but never did see them all day.  As the sun rose higher in the sky we watched the fog roll in and

out most of the morning with clear blue skies above it.  We were waiting for some
friends, John and Jane, to come to pick us up at noon to go for lunch and just before

they arrived the fog lifted and it was the most beautiful day we have had since leaving
Kenai. Ned and John are on the DatastormUsers Forum and we have been a few days

behind them through most of Alaska and finally met up with them at Glennallen. We had
a wonderful lunch and since it was such a beautiful day decided to go for a ride.  We drove around to the other

side of the port to see the fish hatchery but ended up watching the salmon, sea gulls, sea otters and sea lions
down the road a ways. That was really something to watch them going after the salmon. Leaving there we

drove out to see Valdez Glacier but we couldn’t get too close to because it has retreated back so far and there
is a glacial lake in front of it. We did stop at the salmon spawning place along the highway coming back into

Valdez because they hadn’t been there yet. They have an underwater camera there so you can go into a small
trailer that is there and watch them spawning on a small tv. There are some exhibits there that tell you more

about the life of the salmon which is so interesting. From there we took a drive out Mineral Creek Trail for
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several miles where we saw more glaciers and many waterfalls, but no wildlife. That drive is so

beautiful but the road isn’t the best. We returned to our coach for happy hour and decided that breakfast was a
good idea for tomorrow morning at the Totem Inn. That is where we had lunch today and the food was very

good with prices that were reasonable for Alaska. After they left I found out we could wash our vehicles at the
sites so decided to wash the coach and the car which haven’t been cleaned since we were in Tok in mid-June

and that was only a quick one to get the mud off from the Top of the World Hwy.

August 8, 2006 - Last day in Valdez

| | | | Tuesday, August 08, 2006 9:38:05 PM|Lorna

Today was another gorgeous, sunny day which really does wonders for our moods and makes sightseeing much

more enjoyable.  We met John and Jane for breakfast at the Totem Inn this morning and then said our goodbys
since we won’t see them again until Kerrville, TX, for the Datastorm Users rally.  They liked Valdez so much

when they were here in June that they made arrangements to spend two weeks here this time.  Ned and I went
back to the coach to finish doing some chores before leaving tomorrow for Delta Junction.  Since the laundry

was overflowing that was first thing on the agenda and wanted to do it here since their facilities are excellent
and reasonably priced ($1.25 per wash and $1.50 per dry). Then while Ned was finishing a big download I was

off to stock up on groceries since we probably won’t have a decent grocery store until we arrive in Skagway.
After lunch we headed off to the Old Valdez Museum Annex which is very interesting, informative and nicely laid

out. They have an hour film on the 1964 earthquake and also a diorama of the old Valdez. They moved the city
to its present location after the 1964 earthquake. I was reading one of the cards about an eight foot rifle and

was wondering where it was so mentioned it to the lady behind the desk. Well, she didn’t even know it was
missing so she called the main museum to find out if they knew where it was and was told that it had been

used in the Gold Rush parade on Sunday. From there we went to the main Valdez Museum which had lots of
information about the gold rush, native Alaskans, the Alaska pipeline and a number of other items. They had

about 20 or so quilts on display for a raffle but we can’t recall what project the raffle was for.  The quilts were
very beautiful and many different patterns.

At the Totem Inn, where we went for breakfast, they had a gift shop and I saw a pair of native Alaskan curved

earrings that I couldn’t live without and then this afternoon I went back to buy a necklace which was made
from Prehistoric Woolly Mammoth or Mastodon Ivory, which is the official Alaska State fossil, with red coral

embedded in it. I had been looking for something special from Alaska and now have earrings and a necklace.

While at Totem Inn, the lady waiting on me told me about the Maxine and Jesse Whitney Museum at the
airport. So after we finished the other two museums we went to see it and WOW. It has

one of the largest collections of native Alaskan artifacts which includes carvings, clothing,
tools, furniture, toys, baskets and furs. There were a number of mounted Alaskan

wildlife, too.  We were really glad that she had told me to be sure to go to see it. This is
a not to be missed museum, even Ned enjoyed it.

Our stay in Valdez has been exceptional and definitely ranks top on our list of places to see in Alaska. Of
course, having the sun out and being able to see all that is going on in the harbor has made this stop very

enjoyable. Right now we are watching two oil tankers being loaded across the bay and they will probably leave
tonight or by morning. We certainly hate to leave here but Fireweed is getting closer to the top and the locals
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tell us that when the blooms reach the top winter will be here in about six weeks.

August 9, 2006 - To Delta Junction

| | | | Wednesday, August 09, 2006 7:43:26 PM|Ned

We opted not to drive the Tok cutoff as every report we heard from both locals and travelers alike said it was

bad with much construction. The Richardson Highway from Valdez to Delta Junction is paved but does have
some frost heaves that caused a few exciting moments as we nearly went airborne a few
times. The Horsetail Falls and Worthington Glacier were two of the highlights of our

drive.

We fueled up at Delta Junction at $2.97/gallon for 66 gallons, $.17/gallon more than we
paid for the previous fill up in Anchorage. Tomorrow we will go to Tok and meet up with two other couples for a

night, then proceed to Haines.

August 10, 2006 - Tok revisited

| | | | Friday, August 11, 2006 10:21:43 AM|Ned

Barb and Frank Weimert joined us in Delta Junction and we proceeded to Tok. We’re staying at the Gateway
Salmon Bake RV Park where we previously visited, but this time my Datastorm is working and we don’t have to

use the free WiFi internet connection they offer here. Colin and Lynda are also here, but they are leaving
tomorrow for home so we won’t see them again for a while. Today is for resting and tomorrow we’ll head down

toward Haines taking 2 days to get there.

August 12, 2006 - Destruction Bay, YT

| | | | Sunday, August 13, 2006 10:26:19 AM|Ned

The Alaska Highway from Tok to Destruction Bay was worse than the Top of the World highway we drove back
in June.  Numerous frost heaves, potholes, and gravel patches were the rule.  Lorna was really tired out by the

time we stopped for the day.  Barb and Frank are with us and we are heading for Haines tomorrow.

3 new photo albums are in the gallery.

August 13, 2006 - Haines

| | | | Sunday, August 13, 2006 10:14:53 PM|Ned

The drive to Haines was very nice, but there were too many clouds to really see the mountains.  The road was

in excellent condition, a welcome change from yesterday.  We were going to stay at the Elk’s club but the park
was full and the satellite antenna wouldn’t have worked there anyway.  We’re at the Haines Hitch-Up RV Park

until at least Tuesday.
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We took a drive this evening with Frank and Barb and saw several Bald Eagles and 3 grizzly bears, a sow with a

young adult and a cub.  We followed the young adult along the shore for about a mile taking a lot of pictures.
Look for them in a day or so.

August 15, 2006 - Haines

| | | | Tuesday, August 15, 2006 11:39:48 PM|Ned

Today was another drive to Chilkat State Park looking for wildlife. Not much to see in that category but the
glaciers were much better lit with the morning sun. A drive up the Haines Highway to the

Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve didn’t yield any eagles but some different views of the
mountains and river. Here’s a picture of one of the bears from the other day.

August 16, 2006 - Whitehorse, YT

| | | | Wednesday, August 16, 2006 8:09:00 PM|Ned

We spent one night in Whitehorse on our way from Haines to Skagway.  Lorna and Barb went to the Frantic

Follies while Frank and I stayed back and relaxed.  Colin and Linda are here also, but we won’t see them again
unless/until we stop at their place in Texas on our way to Kerrville in October.  Tomorrow we head for Skagway.

August 17, 2006 - Skagway

| | | | Thursday, August 17, 2006 8:06:16 PM|Ned

The Klondike highway from Whitehorse to Skagway is a very pretty drive, but we had dense fog over the
Chilkoot pass and down the 11.5 mile, 11% grade into town.  We’re parked right on the water looking out at

the small boat harbor and the cruise ship docks.  The clouds have lifted some and we actually had some
sunlight this evening.  There is a mountain between us and the satellite so we’re using the local WiFi hotspot to

get online.

Hopefully, the weather will be better on Monday when we head back up for the start of our trip back to the
lower 48 and we can get some photos of the many beautiful sights on this 100 miles of road.

There will be some photos from Haines posted this weekend after Lorna gets them sorted out.

August 19, 2006 - Skagway

| | | | Saturday, August 19, 2006 8:21:36 AM|Ned

Yesterday we spent driving and walking around Skagway, bought some new shirts for me and my family, and
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then drove out to Dyea, an old town near the start of the Chilkoot Trail used by the gold miners during the Gold

Rush.  Although the day was mostly cloudy, there was no rain and only one cruise ship in port so the crowds
were tolerable.  We were going to drive up to the pass for photos, but we hadn’t brought our passports and an

inquiry at US Customs told us they wouldn’t let us back in without them, so no summit photos.  The clouds
looked pretty heavy up that way anyway.

This morning, there is, again, only one cruise ship here, so hopefully the crowds won’t be too bad when we go
for breakfast in an hour or so.  Tomorrow, Lorna and Barb are talking a boat trip to Juneau.  Frank and I will

find something to do while they’re gone.

Three new photo albums are in the photo gallery today covering Haines and our trip here.

August 20, 2006 - Juneau

| | | | Sunday, August 20, 2006 11:31:11 AM|Lorna

Today Barb and I went aboard the Fjord Express for the trip to
Juneau which you can only get to by boat or plane. The day was a

little cloudy when we left but as we headed south we saw clear
skies in the distance. The views of the mountains were beautiful

and the marine life was out to greet us. We saw harbor seals,
Stellar sea lions, whales and many bald eagles which I was able to get pictures of including a video of a whale.

I was finally able to get a couple of pictures of bald eagles in flight. We arrived at the small boat harbor north of
Juneau and a bus was there to take us into downtown which is about 13 miles. When we arrived there my

cousin and his family were there to meet Barb and I. We really appreciated this since everything in Juneau is up
hill because it is built between two mountains which causes much air pollution from the vehicles. They took us

to the capitol first where Lorelee, Natalie, and I went in and took a self-guided tour. Natalie served as our tour
guide since she had been there before and she was very good too. The building was built in 1931 to serve as a

Territorial and Federal Building. When Alaska became a State in
1959, the building was given to the State to serve as the Capitol.

The building is very plain compared to most state capitols. The
Alaska flag was designed by a 13 year old Alaska Native in 1926

and consists of eight gold stars on a field of blue. The stars
represent the Big Dipper, Great Bear, symbolizing strength. The North Star depicted future statehood. It served

as the territorial flag and became the state flag in when Alaska became a state in 1959.

After having some lunch they took us to the Glacier Gardens Rainforest north of town where Lorelee, Calvin,

Barb and I took a tour of the gardens. We learned about the SE Alaska’s Rainforest and saw very beautiful
flower gardens and awesome floral designs. We were taken on a golf cart up Thunder Mountain past streams,

ponds, waterfalls and such flora as rhododendrons, Japanese maples, ferns, Sitka spruce and many other
plants. A scenic overlook at the 580-foot marker offered a spectacular view of the Mendenhall Valley and the

Chilkat Mountains.

When we were finished with this it was time to head back to downtown to catch the bus for Mendenhall Glacier.
Our visit with Rob, Lorelee, Kurt, Natalie, and Calvin was much too short but we were only given three hours in
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town. We said our thanks to them for driving us around and said our goodbys. Even though our time was short

it certainly was very enjoyable.

At Mendenhall Glacier we had a great view of the Glacier from several different areas. At

the Visitor Center they had an eleven minute video about the Glacier. Down on the shore
of Mendenhall Lake there were children swimming which made me cold just watching

them. Guess they were happy to have a nice sunny day since it had been raining for the
last 30 days. In fact, Rob and Lorelee weren’t going to let us go back to Skagway

because we brought them the sunshine. There was a small stream there that had salmon in it and bears were
there,too, but I missed the bears. Unfortunately, we only had an hour there and then had to go back to the

boat for the return trip to Skagway.

All in all it was a wonderful trip but much to fast and not enough time to do all the things that we would have
liked to do. However, I would highly recommend the Fjord Express for a trip to Juneau from either Haines or

Skagway.

August 21, 2006 - Rancheria, YT

| | | | Tuesday, August 22, 2006 6:40:37 PM|Ned

We retraced some of our previous miles today and stopped for the night at the Continental Divide Lodge.  On
our way up in June we had stopped here for breakfast, but today the building was boarded up and appeared to

be completely closed.  We went around to a back door anyway and found the owners and discovered the
campground still had water and electric for $20/night cash.  No credit cards as the office was shut down for the

season.  The owners said they were leaving on Thursday.  We took two sites and were able to get online with
no problems.  Within a few  hours, about half a dozen more RVs had moved in, perhaps because they saw us in

the park even though everything looked closed.

On the way we found that Mukluk Annie’s was closed for the season (no loss for us).  Our choice of
campgrounds, Yukon Motel and RV Park, had all the 30A electric sites reserved for a caravan.  Another reason I

don’t like caravans.

August 22, 2006 - Dease Lake, BC

| | | | Tuesday, August 22, 2006 6:51:43 PM|Ned

After breakfast and fueling at the junction of the Alaska and the Cassiar Highways, we headed south.  The

Cassiar is pretty much as it was described to us by friends that traveled it a few days ago. Lots of frost heaves
and potholes, no striping on the road, and narrow, soft shoulders.  The last stretch included about 16 miles of

dirt road before we stopped for the night at the Dease Lake RV Park.  $20/night seems to be the going rate in
this area as that’s what it cost for a full hookup, 30A site.  Again, we’re online easily and Frank and Barb have

DirecTV.  We still can’t as my antenna won’t go quite low enough yet.  Tomorrow, when we get to Stewart, I
should be able to get DirecTV again for the first time in nearly 3 months.  We really haven’t missed it at all.

The Cassiar is a pretty drive with mountains, lakes, rivers, and meadows.  We spotted 2 moose, a bird that sat
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in the middle of the road and wouldn’t move, and several squirrels.  Frank saw about 4 more moose that we

missed.  Unfortunately, they either disappeared to quickly or there was no place to stop, and we didn’t get any
photos.  We do have photos of the mountains and will be posting them in a few days.

We’ll spend several days in Stewart and drive the car to Hyder for our last stop in Alaska.  It’s time to leave as
the weather is already starting to feel like winter.

I decided to try DirecTV while here and surprise, it works!  I did have to use Skype to reactivate the receiver as

it hasn’t been used since June 5.

August 23, 2006 - Stewart, BC and Hyder, AK

| | | | Wednesday, August 23, 2006 10:10:16 PM|Ned

The drive down the southern part of the Cassiar was much better than yesterday.  Other than a 17 mile section
of graded dirt and gravel road, the pavement was pretty good.  The last part was fully paved and striped and

we could travel at the posted speed limits of 80kph and 90kph.  We are at the Bear River RV Park in Stewart
with satellite internet but no DirecTV because a mountain is in the way.  Barb and Frank are still with us of

course, and Bill Joyce and wife are also in the park.

We drove out to Hyder and the Salmon Creek bear and eagle viewing area and saw several overfed Bald Eagles
and a couple of bears.  Nothing too exciting until we headed back and shortly after leaving the parking area a

bear walked into the road right in front of the car.  Lorna wisely elected not to stop but to drive slowly on so we
didn’t get any photos of that one.

August 24, 2006 - Stewart, BC

| | | | Thursday, August 24, 2006 11:34:24 AM|Ned

Two new photo albums have been posted at the photo gallery with pictures from Skagway and Juneau.  Also,
see Lorna’s post below from August 20 on her trip to Juneau with Barb.

Lorna, Frank and Barb are off on a trip to the Salmon Glacier, 22 miles up a dirt road.  I’m about glaciered out

right now so am staying at the campground and getting caught up on a few things, like the photo gallery and
the blog.  We’ll have pictures of Hyder up in a day or so.

August 25, 2006 - Prince Rupert, BC

| | | | Friday, August 25, 2006 8:39:59 PM|Ned

Today was the official end of our Alaskan adventure as we left Stewart-Hyder for points south. It was quite

overcast when we left, but the drive down the Cassiar highway to the Yellowhead highway was uneventful and
pleasant with only one bear sighted. The road was in very good condition and the skies were partly sunny. After

Frank and Barb fueled up at the junction, we decided to press on for Prince Rupert. We are at the Prince Rupert
RV Campground with satellite internet and DirecTV, but this evening it’s raining.
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Before we left we said goodbye to Bill Joyce and his wife, Diane, as we don’t know when we will see them

again. They are also members of the DatastormUsers.com forum and is how we met them. We’ve crossed paths
with them several times in the past month.

The only down side of today is my computer won’t boot, in fact it won’t even power up. Tomorrow I will check
the local computer stores for a new power supply that I hope will get me back up. Lorna won’t let me use this

notebook all the time, so I have to get mine fixed.

August 26, 2006 - Prince Rupert, BC

| | | | Sunday, August 27, 2006 5:47:39 AM|Ned

The good news is we found a computer store in town that had a power supply so my computer is back up.

We took a driving tour of the area and visited the Firehouse Museum and the Railroad Museum.  Both small but
interesting.  A drive to the other side of the island gave us a sighting of one eagle in flight.  Then we took a

drive out to Port Edward to see that town.  Not much to see there.

August 27, 2006 - Burns Lake, BC

| | | | Monday 7:04 AM|Ned

We are definitely in travel mode now.  We made a decision to reach Moses Lake, WA, on Wednesday, so we’re
covering the 1120 miles from Prince Rupert in 4 days.  We’re at the Burns Lake KOA and when we got off the

road about 4:00 PM, we were the only two RVs in the park.  This morning there are about 4 more scattered
around the park.

It was warm enough to have social hour outside and mostly bug free too.  It’s getting warmer as we move
south, but the forecast high for Moses Lake today is 98, that’s too hot!  It is supposed to cool off to the 70s by

the time we arrive on Wednesday.

Haven’t seen much wildlife on the Yellowhead highway but it does have quite a bit of traffic.  It’s the best road
we’ve driven on all summer and it’s nice to put the frost heaves and gravel patches behind us.

August 27, 2006 - Burns Lake, BC

| | | | Monday 7:04 AM|Ned

We are definitely in travel mode now.  We made a decision to reach Moses Lake, WA, on Wednesday, so we’re

covering the 1120 miles from Prince Rupert in 4 days.  We’re at the Burns Lake KOA and when we got off the
road about 4:00 PM, we were the only two RVs in the park.  This morning there are about 6 more scattered

around the park.

It was warm enough to have social hour outside and mostly bug free too.  It’s getting warmer as we move
south, but the forecast high for Moses Lake today is 98, that’s too hot!  It is supposed to cool off to the 70s by
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the time we arrive on Wednesday.

Haven’t seen much wildlife on the Yellowhead highway but it does have quite a bit of traffic.  It’s the best road
we’ve driven on all summer and it’s nice to put the frost heaves and gravel patches behind us.

August 28, 2006 - Lac La Hache, BC

| | | | Monday 6:36 PM|Ned

We actually saw wildlife today, 3 deer crossed the highway in front of us.  They were far enough away that they

didn’t cause a problem, fortunately.  We stopped in Williams Lake but the campground there didn’t have any
pull through or 30A sites available so we proceeded about 35 miles to Lac La Hache.  We’re parked at the

Kokanee Bay Motel and Trailer Court on grass pull through sites, looking at the lake, with both satellite internet
and DirecTV, watching the discouraging Packers game.

Two more days and we’ll be back in the US and, hopefully, cheaper fuel.

August 29. 2006 - Osoyoos, BC

| | | | Tuesday 7:55 PM|Ned

This is our last night in Canada, tomorrow we will be in Moses Lake, WA, and get to see old friends, the

Brincks.  We have internet tonight but not on our dish; Frank is able to see his satellite through the trees here
in the Nk’Mip Campground (don’t ask me to pronounce it).

The drive down the Cariboo Highway (yes, that’s the correct spelling) was very nice, weather was good and the

scenery was as pretty as any we’ve seen recently.  Mountains, trees, rivers, and now, believe it or not, desert.
This is a very active wine producing area and we saw many vineyards on the drive today.  We also seem to be
bringing the cold front with us, as the forecast for Moses Lake tomorrow is for a high around 68 whereas it’s

been in the 90s recently.  The lake here had white caps on it when we arrived but the wind has died down to
less than 20 knots right now.

Tomorrow we’ll wrap up the blog with some final reflections and rest for a couple of days before starting our

mad dash to the Twin Cities.

August 30, 2006 - Moses Lake, WA

| | | | Wednesday 8:21 PM|Ned

Today is the official end of our Alaskan adventure.  We drove the short distance from Osoyoos to the border
this morning after breakfast in Osoyoos and were inspected for only the second time.  The first was on original

entry into Canada back in May.  The first time we were passed with no problems but this time they took our
beef pot pies as they were purchased in Canada.  I asked if last week they would have taken our chicken pot

pies and the customs agent said "No, that was two weeks ago".  I guess they needed a change in diet for their
lunches.
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The drive to Moses Lake was through some very beautiful country we had not seen before.  There was a lot of

smoke around Okanogan from the forest fires, but it cleared as we proceeded south.  The area has desert
characteristics as well as some small mountains and large lakes.  We passed close to the Chief Joseph dam but

didn’t stop as we were all tired of travel after the past several days and wanted to settle down for a couple of
day.  Gary and Nancy Brinck were on hand to greet us at Suncrest Resort when we arrived about 2:30 pm.

Frank and Barb and we joined Gary and Nancy for social hour which ran well into the evening.  We enjoyed
comparing our recent Alaskan experiences with the Brincks 2002 trip.

We hope you have enjoyed reading our little travelogue and viewing the photos at our photo gallery.  If you
have any comments please click on this article title and use the comment form or send us an email if you like.

We won’t be adding to this blog any further but will start updating our other home page here as we travel this
fall and winter.  We may start another blog to tell you in more detail of the more interesting places we visit in

the future.  Watch the above page for more information if we decide to do that.

September 1, 2006 - Cost summary

| | | | Today 3:16 PM|Ned

Alaska Trip Cost Summary

We crossed into Canada on May 24, 2006, and returned to the lower 48 on August 30,
2006, for a total of 99 days. Here are the costs for the various categories:

RV fuel cost breakdown:

Total Cost $2,723.67

Miles traveled 7,021

Gallons 766.283

Category Category Cost Cost per Day

RV Fuel $2,723.67 $27.51

Auto Fuel $259.02 $2.62

Camping $2,486.93 $25.12

Dining $1,567.35 $15.83

Entertainment $2,036.09 $20.57

Groceries $1,617.82 $16.34

Gifts $613.92 $6.20

Total $11,304.80 $114.19
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Miles/gallon 9.16

Cost/gallon $3.554

Generator 14.400 gallons
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