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The RV Forum software allow for attaching various files to messages and the most popular 
use of this feature is for adding images to a message.  Here are the allowable file types 
and sizes:

Allowed file types: txt, doc, docx, drw, pdf, jpg, jpeg, JPG, JPEG, gif, GIF, png, PNG, zip, 
xls, est, saf, anr, an1, wmv, csv, tif, tiff
Restrictions: 12 per post, maximum total size 2000KB, maximum individual size 250KB 

Images taken with a modern digital camera can be several megabytes in size, so they 
have to be shrunk before they can be attached to a message.  Also, they tend to be quite 
large in pixel size (number of pixels wide and high) so the image pixel size needs to be 
reduced as well as the file size.
While any image editing program can be used to resize an image file, it is a bit of work to 
load the program, load the image, fine the resizing menu item, specify the desired pixel 
size for the resizing, the compression level for jpeg, then the location to save the file, 
finally saving it.  Then the compression may not be enough and the file size is still too big, 
so repeat.  Programs in this category include IrfanView, Windows Paint, Photoshop, Gimp, 
and others that I've not tried.
There are a number of image resizer programs available, many free, that can do the 
needed resizing in a few mouse clicks.  Here are a few:
Light Image Resizer - http://www.obviousidea.com/windows-software/light-image-resizer/
Image Resizer for Windows - http://imageresizer.codeplex.com/ 
Image Resizer Powertoy for Windows XP - http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=211477
A search on Google for image resizer will turn up many more, but I have used all of the 
above and have found none that are simpler.
Here's now to use the simplest one, Image Resizer for Windows.
After installing the program, it adds a new item to the right click context menu.  When you 
right click on an image file, you'll now see an item named 'Resize pictures'.

http://www.obviousidea.com/windows-software/light-image-resizer/
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=211477
http://imageresizer.codeplex.com/


Click it and you'll get a very simple window:

Or if you click on the Advanced button:

For most purposes, Advanced settings aren't needed.  For attaching to forum messages, 
either of the top two size are good, anything larger will almost always require scrolling the 
browser windw to view the entire image, and that's not desireable.  Click OK and the 
resizer will create a new image file with the original name plus (Small) or (Medium) 



appended.

That particular image went from 4.75MB and 3468x2736 pixels to 76.2KB and 640x480 
pixels.  A Medium image is 168KB and 1024x768 pixels and is nearly as sharp as the 
original when viewing in an image viewer.



Light Image Resizer is nearly as simple to use but has a lot more options to control the 
resizing.  The popup window for it looks like this:

I'm not going to explain all of those settings as the web site covers it much better than I 
could and most are self explanatory.
Both of the above resizers will work on multiple images at the same time.  Just select the 
ones you want to resize, using the typical Windows selection tools like Ctl-Left Click, Shift-
Left Click, etc., before right clicking any of the selected images to get the context menu. 
All of the selected images will be resized at the same time.

If you don't want to install software just for image resizing, or only have the occasional 
need for resizing, there are also some online tools, so that you don't have to install 
software to get the function. Here are a couple:
http://www.shrinkpictures.com/
http://www.picresize.com/
Both sites have detailed instructions on how to use them.  ShrinkPictures also has a 
Shrink Avatars tool for creating avatar files for the forum.
Now that you have files that can be attached to your message in the forum, there is one 
other thing to do before doing that.  Please give your photos a meaningful name, 
DSC12345 or P002468 don't mean anything to others, but 'My new Prevost' does.  If there 
are people in the picture, name them in the file name, the other members will thank you for 
doing so.

http://www.picresize.com/
http://www.shrinkpictures.com/
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